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Every member of police force gets the experience of making discrete decisions in their service. Whether on a bike, foot, motorcycle, or intervene in an incident, when to react to certain things, and they do not always have the guidelines of the department to follow. That’s why in some cases they have to use their own knowledge based on the law and make a decision that could be either right or wrong. They need to know enough information to make the right call every time, even if it is outside normal procedure (Schulenberg, J., & Warren, D. 2009).
One thing officers should realize, they are representing the government and its powers; they are the legitimate power of the government. Such acts ignore the "political" side of policing and serving as an officer, and the increasing "gray areas" that they are asked to be able to interpret and handle. Because of this the idea of police reform constantly looks for accountability, and what become episodes of police abuse of power take place because of this "gray zone" of behavior that escapes regulation but still falls under the concept of police discretion (Boivin, R., & Cordeau, G. 2011).
Discretion is an important component of policing, it has many benefits but it is also considered a constant source of issues. Police officers are required to deal with a variety of different situations each day, and they usually find themselves in the situation of thinking quickly and make verdicts on how to hold each situation with little to no supervision. To put it simply, discretion is the power awarded to police officers that allows them to either pursue and follow proper procedure or just let the person off with just a warning. 
Discretion allows the police to make the right decision based on the circumstances and facts surrounding each situation, it gives the police the ability to either enforce the law by the book or not to enforce the law. The law and policing police do not take human nature into account and so there are many cases where laws are broken for legitimate reasons, and it is up to the officer to choose whether or not to enforce the law. 
Discretion is considered an essential tool that aids the criminal justice system and helps it run efficiently. Discretion lightens the load of the already overburdened criminal justice system. If officers were required to enforce the law and follow procedure then there would be a whole lot more people being put in the already overcrowded jails and prisons. Also, there would be individuals being thrown in jails and prisons for minor offenses, which could be considered unjust and frown on by the society. The fact that many of the situations police find themselves in is not simply black and white but grey, discretion allows the police to address these situations accordingly.
Discretion, as defined by Webster’s dictionary is the liberty to choose what should be doing that in a specific condition. Police officers are given a gap to determine whether a situation can be handled a certain way. This is called police discretion; it is a powerful but basic tool that an officer has to prevent unnecessary arrests. For example, if an officer pulls someone over for speeding but only gives him a warning this is police discretion. Most states will not allow the officer to make discretionary calls on domestic violence. As a police officer, they have to take the whole thing and play it as it lies. At times residents require some support, from time to time they required to be forgiven, and sometimes they required to go to jail. Now, it’s a complicated thing for the police officer, making that call of discretion (Tillyer, R., & Klahm, C. 2011).
Many people in the society believe that police officer can make any decision they wish to at any time while working. That is a wrong thought because there are situations whereby a police officer or even the chief of police has no other choice, but to follow the law in making decisions. The police regular routines and protocols are followed to the latter so as to stand by the law along with enforcing the law, frequently some circumstances will rise that forces them to choose their own verdict. The discrete decisions of the Chief of Police officer affect the police department and the community (Boivin, 2011).
The possible use of discretion by police include various points. In the case of traffic rules violation, the police can simply warn the target and that would be sufficient. While in case of using drugs, a warning will not do the job. That’s why the use of discretion will be needed. The use of discretion in the case of trespassing can be lenient as they perpetrators can be unaware that they were entering into someone else’s land. The use of discretion is reasonable in the Theft crime if the owner is not interested in filing charges against the criminal. If someone is promoting hate then the police officer needs to be careful because letting the offender go will be considered as the abuse of power.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay focuses on the usage of discretion by the police force. The main problem for a police officer is that they face a situation in the field for which they were not trained, or if they are being made to enforce a new law, where the guidelines may not be entirely clear. The mythical aspect of police work that the public believes is that every officer is out there to enforce the law for every crime. In addition, while the discretion they are allowed to use in their role as officers has many variables, it also brings into question whether or not the law is being enforced at all. The only way to totally control discretion is to make law and guidelines for the police force about all the crimes.
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