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Q: What were the Jim Crow laws designed to do and what was meant by the post-war rebirth of white supremacy?
Jim Crow laws
The Jim Crow laws represent an awful part of our country’s past. The Jim Crow laws were used to refer to the segregation of the black race in the late 1800’s and early to mid-1900’s in the United States. Many laws were enacted, mostly in the south, which brought black people down and discriminated against them. The laws were in effect for the purpose of keeping the black race down and for keeping black people separated from the white race. Many prominent and intelligent white men preached about how black people were fundamentally different than whites. They were inferior as well as mentally different. The Jim Crow laws were the “separate but equal” idea in action. Although the segregated facilities were supposed to be equal, they generally were not. The black people’s facilities would be in disrepair and disgustingly dirty. White people guaranteed their inferiority by these means (Wynes, 1967). 
The Jim Crow laws, enacted in the United States between the late nineteenth and mid-twentieth centuries, established the racial segregation of African-Americans in public buildings and places, under the umbrella of the euphemism "separate but equal." Jim Crow laws had a great impact that the racial discrimination was extended to schools, churches, parks, transportation and was even endorsed by the Supreme Court itself in 1896 to fail the Plessy v. Ferguson, when he declared that the policies of "separate but equal" were adjusted to the Constitution, which gave rise to many more years of discrimination (Wynes, 1967).
Many federal states created artificial legal requirements to ensure that blacks could not vote, using literacy tests, while other requirements related to the place of residence or line of descent. After 70 years of official discrimination, in 1954 the Supreme Court annulled, in a unanimous decision, the Plessy case for being unconstitutional, ruling that the discrimination in public schools had come to an end. Then, in 1965, the law of the right to vote eliminated all artificial barriers that had been designed to limit the right to suffrage of black Americans (Azari-Rad & Philips, 2002).
Jim Crow Laws were proposed and managed by the Democratic party, which represented a shocking socio-cultural involution of the whole of America. Preceded by a gradual reconquest of democratic power and supported by rebel paramilitary groups in turn supported by the government, such as the KKK, the Red Shirts and the White League, the laws aimed directly at the reconquest of white supremacy and the segregation of the Afro-American population (Azari-Rad & Philips, 2002).
They came into being as a compromise with the Northern States, which recognized the independence of the south by dismantling their garrisons and reconquering the desired freedom for them. It was clearly a political pact that promoted the country's economic stability through the Presidency of Rutherford Birchard Hayes, elected after obscure maneuvers. The former slaves were sacrificed to power and left alone again: thus began the long period that undermined the concepts of equality and freedom won with effort during the war of secession.
Postwar rebirth of white supremacy
The civil war didn’t end with a system of white supremacy. Once the white leaders of the south returned to power, they were able to shore up an economic system that kept the former slaves in subordinate roles. Finally, they also took measures to prevent the blacks of the south from exercising any political power, depriving them of the right to vote and other political rights (Kurtz, 2016). 
In the decades after 1865, the southern states saw a huge increase in the oppression of blacks. It was the time when the Ku Klux Klan, one of the supremacist organizations which took over as the emblem of several Confederate symbols, initiated its actions. This organization was found after the civil war which gave rise to the rebirth of White supremacy after the civil war (Steedman, 2009).
 These organizations resorted the terrorism, violence and acts of intimidation, such as the burning of crosses, and assassinations to oppress and intimidate their victims. One of the largest KKK organizations is the Church of the American Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. The former World Church of the Creator and now called the Movement of Creativity and is a racist, anti-Semitic, homophobic, xenophobic and far-right organization that claims to worship the "white race" (Steedman, 2009).
It was extremely difficult after the civil war for the enslaved people of America to resist. And if they did, all white people could band together to put down this resistance. White peasants and white plantation owners had nothing in common except the fact that they were not slaves - but that was enough to keep tensions between them in check. The slaveholders and US ruling class, in general, took multiple benefits out of slavery. One benefit was that racialized slavery helped contain class conflicts within white society. The freedom of white Americans depended on the enslavement of black people (Steedman, 2009).
After the end of civil war, the emerging strategy of white supremacy had a great effect. White supremacy was the answer to the alleged threat of black rule. Behind it was the fear that the end of slavery and the "era of reconstruction" would turn the white and black hierarchy in the US upside down. Many poor whites were recruited to defend white supremacy. They allegedly had the choice to protect their own privileges or perish in a black-dominated society. Of course, the battle cry of white supremacy should not help them; it served primarily to distract from the real problems. White supremacy was not a coherent strategy but based on impulsive answers to chaotic circumstances, the original purpose was to keep black people out of political power. As a result, they were at the mercy of stronger economic constraints. In any case, "White supremacy did not mean that whites ruled." The rule was in the hands of the landowners in the so-called Black Belt, which was rich in cotton. This elite was the strategy of white supremacy to manipulate fears of whites and preserve their class rule. White supremacy has historically fought the social, political and economic influence of black people while obscuring the social, political and economic differences within the white population. 


References
Azari-Rad, H., & Philips, P. (2002). Origin of the factoid-prevailing wage laws are remnant Jim Crow laws. Review Of Radical Political Economics, 34(3), 275-284. http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/048661340203400303
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kurtz, W. (2016). Unequal Freedoms: Ethnicity, Race, and White Supremacy in Civil War–Era Charleston by Jeff Strickland. The Journal Of The Civil War Era, 6(4), 602-604. http://dx.doi.org/10.1353/cwe.2016.0078
Steedman, M. (2009). Resistance, Rebirth, and Redemption: The Rhetoric of White Supremacy in Post-Civil War Louisiana. Historical Reflections/Reflexions Historiques, 35(1). http://dx.doi.org/10.3167/hrrh2009.350106
Wynes, C. (1967). The Evolution of Jim Crow Laws in Twentieth-Century Virginia. Phylon (1960-), 28(4), 416. http://dx.doi.org/10.2307/274293

