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Comparison of “A Thousand Splendid Suns” to “The Kite Runner”
[bookmark: _GoBack]The film “A Thousand Splendid Suns” tells the moving story of friendship among two women from Afghanistan of very dissimilar origins, whose destinies are intertwined by chance and the convulsions that Afghanistan has underwent in the past 30 years. The illicit daughter of a wealthy businessman, Mariam is raised with her mom in a modest home on the outskirts of Herat. At fifteen, her life changes severely when her dad sends her to Kabul to get married Rashid, a surly shoemaker 30 years older than her. Almost two decades later, Rashid finds Laila, a 15 year old homeless girl in the roads of Kabul. When the shoemaker offers him shelter in his home, which he must share with Mariam, between the two women a correlation begins that will end up being as intense as that of two sisters, as powerful as that of daughter and mother. Although the variance in age and the different practices that life has given them, the need to face the terrible circumstances that surround them ("A Thousand Splendid Suns").
While discussing the film “A Thousand Splendid Suns” in relation to the book “The Kite Runner”. Friendships are the most important relationship in one's life. In the film, A Thousand Splendid Suns and the book The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini, the main characters all rely on the strong friendships to get through tough times. In The Kite Runner, Amir only has his one friend Hassan to lean on, but he cuts him off due to his guilt for not being able to help Hassan during his time of need. Mariam, in A Thousand Splendid Suns, goes through many misfortunes in her life, but by opening up to Laila’s friendship she allows herself happiness. In both the book, and the movie, the theme friendship is shown through the uses of loyalty, sacrifice, and honor. Loyalty is one of the hardest traits to find in people. Loyalty is about being selfless, and thinking of others before you. In A Thousand Splendid Suns Mariam has adapted to Laila and her children’s love and has developed a sense of loyalty to them. The family no longer had enough money for food, and due to this Laila thinks her children will die. Mariam though is willing to put her ego aside and call her wealthy father in order to make sure they survive. She is very loyal to Laila, and her children, one thing she vowed to do is never talk to her father, and the fact she’s willing to break the one promise she made to herself shows how faithful she has become to her new family. She has a strong feeling of allegiance towards Laila.
I have learned from the movie “A Thousand Splendid Suns” that there is fighting for equality for a woman that is compared to all the extreme and repressed groups in the records. There is a perception that the women are incomplete in some way by some philosophers such as Aristotle. In the twentieth century, the women began to realize that the concept of gender equality is achievable in all perspective. Women have made significant efforts toward equality with their male counterparts in the Western world. It is always common in most instances that women can be the breadwinners in most of their families in that they took all the family responsibilities regardless of how critical they are. This lesson was something new for me (Natarajan).
In the modern society, Women are pursuing studies up to college level and securing leadership positions. However, in some parts of the world, inequality and injustice are being faced by the women in the society. Miriam who is one of the main characters in the novel a thousand splendid sun written by Khaled Hosseini experiences in all her life crime and at the final stages rejects sexism and oppression completely. This is the main thing that struck me from the movie. The justice applied by Miriam is the one that makes sure that there are equality and equal treatment to each and every one irrespective of being women or a man.
True love can withstand any obstacle; it is everlasting. In The Kite Runner, the love between Hassan and Amir was put through many tests, and although it seemed absent at times, it was always there. In the novel, Amir started out afraid of his past unatoned sins. By not standing up for Hassan when he most needed him, and by running away from all of his mistakes, Amir felt as if he lost the love between himself and Hassan. Later on, however, he realized that he must face his fears by returning to Kabul and repairing his sins. Although it seems as if the love between Amir and Hassan disintegrates throughout the story, the author uses different symbols to show that their love was always strong. 
The pomegranate tree, mentioned several times in the story, symbolizing the solidity of Amir and Hassan’s love, as it was still standing through all the destruction of the city around it. Assef also worked as a reminder that no matter what obstacles came its way, the courageous love Amir and Hassan showed for each other was immovable. Hassan’s sacrifices for Amir throughout the story showed that nothing could come in between the two boys to destroy their love. Sohrab loved and cared for by Amir, represented the love between Amir and Hassan was not lost by Hassan’s death. 
In The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini uses symbolism to show that Amir and Hassan’s love is unbreakable and it is similar to the love of Mariam and Laila. The pomegranate tree that Amir and Hassan played on as children showed that the love between Amir and Hassan could not be moved. Every day after school, the two boys went up a hill to a cemetery. There was a tree of pomegranate near the entrance to the cemetery. “I used one of Ali’s kitchen knives to carve our names in it: Amir and Hassan, the sultans of Kabul" (Hosseini 27). The message engraved into the everlasting pomegranate tree symbolized the permanence of the boys’ love. After Hassan was raped, Amir felt guilty that he did not step in and stand up for his friend. He said “I hit him with another pomegranate, in the shoulder this time. Hit me back!’ I spat...I wish he’d give me the punishment I crave (Hosseini 92)”. Amir took Hassan back up the hill to the pomegranate tree. His love for Hassan made him realize that what he did was wrong, and he wanted Hassan to punish him to make up for his mistake (Noor, and Hosseini). 
Most of the film “The Kite Runner” took place in China because it would have been too dangerous to film in Afghanistan. A few cast members were from Kabul and spoke Dari fluently, which made the movie a bit more authentic. The director added the scene when Baba and Amir were getting smuggled to Peshawar and one of the guards wanted one of the women on the truck because it showed how powerful Baba was when he stood up for her. It also showed how cowardly Amir was when he attempted to convince Baba to stand down. 
	The political and armed involvement of United States of America in Afghanistan has caused a very bad effect on the Afghani and Iranian people and it has not benefitted the people of these countries. The recent Taliban offensives, particularly in Kunduz, have highlighted the shortcomings of Afghan forces to ensure the security of the country on their own. And also the United States to fulfill its mission to form an autonomous Afghan army before the withdrawal. But the failure of the United States is not only at the security level. Afghanistan is still full of deep crises with very weak institutions and endemic corruption. The army of the United States never managed to gain the trust of the people of Afghanistan in this long conflict. Since August 22, 2008, when 90 civilians died in a US bombing in the west, the controversy over civilian casualties was revived. The last October 3 bombing of the US against a hospital in Kunduz Doctors without Borders in northern Afghanistan, killing 24 people. On the side of Afghanistan, civilians have paid a high price ("US Afghanistan Policy: Regional Aspects"). Although there are no official figures, independent organizations estimate some 26,000 dead. A figure that would amount to 91,000 if counted civilians, soldiers, and insurgents killed since 2001. The political involvement of US in Iran has also created a feeling of uncertainty in the Iranian people ("UN Nuclear Chief Supports US-Iran Talks").
Summary
The author of “The Kite Runner” and “A Thousand Splendid Suns” is a man named Khaled Hosseini. He was born in Kabul, Afghanistan during the country’s golden years. As a child, he was very interested in poetry, and he began writing short stories during grade school. His short story of the man whose tears became pearls was featured in The Kite Runner. His mother taught Farsi, which he also incorporated in The Kite Runner by making Amir’s mother a Farsi teacher. This paper compares the Khaled Hosseini’s movie “The Kite Runner” with “A Thousand Splendid Suns”. The movie “A Thousand Splendid Suns” discusses the story of Mariam and Laila whereas the book “The Kite Runner” discusses the story of Amir and Hassan. Both the stories are about the Friendship. The Kite Runner novel was intriguing, inspirational and powerful as compared to “A thousand splendid suns”. It brought such strong emotions about the fictional storyline and the non-fictional history of Afghanistan. The characters were well-developed in the story, and one could feel like he/she is growing up with Hassan and Amir. The emotional impact that the novel created was very strong. The acting in the movie was a bit strained because the actors did not seem too emotional in the film. Hosseini in both the movies decides to present the work in the first person and tries to recall an event that occurred in the past years. Actually, for the better part of the movies, Hosseini tries to show the better aspects of history. The political involvement of US in Afghanistan and Iran has not benefitted the people of these countries.
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