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‘Lessons of the Port Chicago Mutiny’
There have been many situations where racial discrimination and social injustice has been seen. However, there are some situations that turned out to be revolutionary in their own sense and made the changes with a magnitude that changed the world. Among many of such instances is the devastation at the Port Chicago in the 1940s it was considered the biggest loss of the United States in the Home Front in the Second World War. And history allows us to touch the issue of racial segregation in the United States Navy. It is said and believed that this incident was the reason that ended racial segregation in the United States Navy. Some still believe that under the carpet and behind the doors there is still latent racial segregation present in the armed forces of the United States of America.
Port Chicago was in 1944 an ammunitions terminal of the US Navy. The immense needs in ammunition of all type of the fleet of the Pacific required a constant flow of supplying ships that were loaded in bases like this one, located in the bay of San Francisco, and that was in charge to supply so much with bullets of small caliber, ammunition anti-aircraft explosive, depth charges and bombs for US Navy aircraft, weighing up to 2,000 pounds. The war machine of the United States has been world dominating since the world wars and the slow cold war further strengthened the foothold of the nation. These aspects of being a superpower were perhaps very weak in terms of social justice and equality among the residents. 
At the base there were 1,400 sailors, 71 officers, 106 marines and 230 civilian employees. What is striking is that the 1,400 sailors were black. And this is because since 1942 the navy of the United States had been forced in spite of accepting enlistments of people of color for the general body, because until then they were only admitted as assistant cooks. Of course, the admission was made by placing them in segregated units and excluding them from embarked tasks, so that the tedious, heavy and ungrateful maintenance work of the large fleets fell mostly on the suffering backs of black people, who also, as personnel non-combatant, they had little or no possibility of promotion by merit, although they were not excluded from risks, as we shall see. 
Ammunition arrived in Port Chicago by train from Nevada, and they were stored in the same wagons, separated by concrete retaining walls, until they were transferred to the breakwater to be loaded onto munitions transport vessels. The staff was responsible for boarding and stowing, and the pace of work seemed to be hellish. In this way, the inevitable happened.  On July 17, 1944 two ships were moored to the loading dock: the ‘Liberty Ship’ SS. EA Bryan, who after 4 days of loading had on board 4,600 tons of explosives; He had also tied the SS. Quinault Victory, which was being loaded with aviation bombs, of which 460 tons waited in wagons at the dock.  The cause is not known, but that afternoon something, possibly a small fire, caused a catastrophic explosion. 
The pier and the SS. EA Bryan disappeared completely, volatilized, as the central part of the Quinault Victory. The bow and stern of this ship appeared 500 meters away. A 16-inch bullet (the fired one by the American battleships, 406 mm, approximately as a "mini" Morris) struck (thankfully unexploded) in the engine room of a tanker that sailed nearby. A patrol boat of the coastguard that sailed almost a kilometer was swept by the shrapnel, the helmsman was wounded, and the shock wave raised a wall of water of more than ten meters that almost overturned it. An airplane of the USAF that flew to 9,000 feet (almost 3 km of height) saw passes to his height pieces of metal of the size of a house. The explosion was heard 200 miles away. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]320 men died, of which 202 were black sailors. Another 390 people, including civilians from the nearby town, were injured, including 233 black sailors. After the explosion, men's complaints about security, which had already been heard before, caused many to refuse to continue loading ammunition, which led 50 of them to a council of war. However, this incident identifies more with the victims of Port Chicago than with the segregationists of the bodies of the armed forces of the United States.
This would be the beginning of the end of racial segregation in the navy, at least officially, in 1945. Of course, a proposal in Congress to repay $ 5,000 to the victims was lowered to 3,000, because the victims were black. Almost 70 years later, the POTUS, commander-in-chief of the armed forces of the United States, and therefore of the US Navy, is black. The point of realization was that the movement of social and racial segregation was well intended to maintain the rights of all citizens regardless of the race and cultural background. Still we see today, that there are racial tensions in United States. 
