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Fetal Abnormality: A Case Study
[bookmark: _Toc514006117]Thesis Statement
It has been confirmed that the fetus is not developing normally. The doctor has advised an abortion since the upper limbs are missing and there is a 25% chance that the baby might have a Down's syndrome. We are the creation of God and every life is sacred and that no one human being is given the permission to snatch away the living rights of others, not even parents. So, they should let the pregnancy through and give birth to the child as it is only the fourth month and wonders do happen. This is consequentialism as we do not know about the future with certainty. 
[bookmark: _Toc514006118]Theories being observed
Taking life of a human, even under extreme circumstances, is a sin. As Langford (2015) explained in the light of different laws that the fetuses are just like any other person and therefore they are eligible to have all the rights that a person enjoys. Even the fetuses in early stage of development do have the rights. Although the old testaments of Christianity and even the new testaments of Christianity have not explicitly prohibited abortion, taking life of a person is clearly mentioned as a sin. Considering this, abortion is also not a solution to a problem, especially when the fetus is in early development, and it implies the theory of moral status.
In the given case study, the fetus is not growing normally and the chances are that the arms will not be formed and he might suffer from Down's syndrome. This news was enough to shatter the father and the mother. The physician is being realistic since he has no emotional attachment and easily comes to suggesting an abortion for the mother. He is experienced and can see the long run possibilities and is right in his views. He tells the mother and the father about all the options and it was time where they had to make a decision. The theory observed is Hedonism in which the later on result will produce pleasure or at least in this case avoid pain, abortion is less painful as compared to taking care of an abnormal child (Yamin & Bergallo, 2017). 
Aunt Maria who happens to be the close relative and seems to be a God fearing lady calls the priest. She prays for the wellbeing of the baby. She is telling Jessica to continue the pregnancy as God will find better ways and we are no one to abort a blessing from God. To her, the socioeconomic pressures are not important and the father is fully aware of the socioeconomic pressures. The extra finances required for bringing up of an abnormal child do create a problem for the parents and socioeconomic status is a big cause of parent’s decision in favour of abortion in the United States (Dehlendorf, et. al., 2013). He is fully aware that such a child is always dependent on others and that their lives will be badly affected if the child is born with the symptoms and is silent while waiting for Jessica’s verdict. ). She is reacting on the consequentialism theory (Cassidy, 2016) and is expecting positive outcomes. 
Jessica is a mother; she had been carrying the baby for four long months and has her attachment to it. She has future plans and hopes but now all of them are shattered. She is thinking both as a mother and as a wife. She is fully aware of the financial crises they have, also the dependency of the child, the treatment costs are huge but thinking rationally she is unable to stop her tears and does not want an abortion. Considering the religious aspect, according to the theory of Imago Dei, God and humanity have a symbolic relationship and every human’s life is importance and you don’t know what a new born may bring for the humanity. 
[bookmark: _Toc514006119]Recommendations According to Each Theory
Dr. Wilson is very clear in his views as he has been taking up many such patients. He has emphasized on the option of abortion, to him a temporary pain is better than a lifelong pain. Every time the parents would see their child suffering and it will be a painful thing for them. Aunt Maria has refused the option of abortion as she thinks that whatever is there, is for Jessica and Marco and they should not take any step against the will of God.
She is supporting Jessica to think only as a mother and not to abort her child. Marco is willing for an abortion because if his financial conditions and he will try somehow under the cover to convince his wife also by again keeping his views aside he is ready to accept what his wife says. Jessica knows all the ups and down if their lives and there are chances that she might go for an abortion so as to plan a better life ahead and she might satisfy herself by saying that the next child would be a normal one.
[bookmark: _Toc514006120]Suggested theory and Recommendation
I agree with the theory of Aunt Maria. She believes in the existence of God and by praying it shows her belief in God. He is there to help them in the hour of need. Annually about 73% of the fetus is aborted due to Down's syndrome (Hume & Chasen, 2015). A woman was told that her fetus was developing her brain outside the skull, she continued the pregnancy and when the baby was born he lived for 67 days. She said he was all a lively memory she could think of but at least she did not intervene with the matters of God. Also, another couple reported that their fetus was diagnosed to have Down’s syndrome in the seventh month and they went for an abortion. To their worst surprise, the baby was a boy and he was fully normal but now he was no more.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The theory that I would recommend is utilitarian theory which is based on normative ethics and suggests a moral action as one that maximizes the happiness, and proves good for a maximum number of individuals and thus enforcing utility. The parents should not go for abortion as the new born, that is currently a fetus may prove important for the humanity and may have such abilities, despite Down’s syndrome, that are unique on the planet among humans.
Such incidents are reported by the human if this world and it happens. Machines are not God so we should let the things go with the flow. We should hope for the best and be prepared for the worst because who knows that the next child may also have the same condition. There are cases when the second child is never born due to certain complications. As per my thesis statement, I would say that the couple should think as wise parents and they must have faith in God as He has the power to fix everything. 
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