Running head: CASE STUDY OF DEATH AND DYING		1

CASE STUDY OF DEATH AND DYING		2







Case Study of Death and Dying
Name
Affiliation


Case Study of Death and Dying
Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]	A major part of the decisions that we make are usually influenced by the religion giving a strong hint that our existence on this planet has a foundation on religion. The incorporation of different religious convictions as a feature of the care procedure is a general way of dealing with care including a patient’s all needs. Beliefs at individual level surely impact the acceptance levels towards the care services. Depending upon the needs, those involved in providing healthcare services with different beliefs and values likewise impact the care procedure. Christianity and Buddhism have common views about euthanasia and both religions give importance to the human lives. In the views of both religions, George has no option but to pray to the God and give importance to his life so that the God showers His blessings upon him.


Introduction
	This paper describes the guidelines that a person suffering with incurable acute diseases like amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) should consider when making a decision about euthanasia and giving rightful consideration to their particular religious preferences. I have chosen two religions; Christianity and Buddhism, to describe that are relevant to the George’s scenario. Every religion has specific paths and procedures in light of their particular beliefs to deal with the patients suffering from diseases (Didonna, 2009). Since, a major part of earth’s population follows a particular religion and has a religious foundation; therefore decisions regarding euthanasia on moral grounds are usually impacted by the religion. This paper also describes the way both religions view the suffering along with discussing and highlighting the morally acceptable options to choose during suffering.     
Comparative Analysis of Worldview Questions
	Prime Reality
	Prime reality relates to the existence of God. From the point of view of Christian ontology (the doctrine of being), there are two types of reality: the uncreated and the created that are also termed as primary and secondary. In Christianity, prime reality or primary reality means that the God exists in real as the ultimate savior of humans with control over our lives (Tyson, 2014). He also controls the outcome of our lives. Secondary reality is a reality that has become such because of the Divine action, the action of God (Burrell, 2016). On the other hand, in Buddhism, the concept of pure reality is related to a system of natural laws that is termed as Dharma in Sanskrit (Finkelstein, 2016). The highest reality of Buddhism is called nirvana that was identified with the Buddha.  The main goal of Buddhism is the development of the personality (in the physical, psychological and moral terms). Enlightenment also referred to as “illumination” is the highest point of development in Buddhism (Ishii, Masuda, & Sargent, 2017). A person who once attained Enlightenment becomes a Buddha or a Bodhisattva.
Nature of World around Us
	According to Christianity, the World is secondary reality and is the Devine action that was taken by the God. I have a feeling that with a specific end goal to decide if the world has an importance of request made by God changes according to the angle you look at. I figure the world can be depicted as confused and senseless when individuals murder each other for no obvious reason. God lets us know in the book of scriptures, the Bible that we should see each other as siblings as one (Vos, 2017). God would not favor the killing of His people by the hands of His own people. Buddhism emphasizes that man is inseparable from nature, his consciousness is uniquely arranged, but it is exactly the same in other living beings (Varela, Thompson, & Rosch, 2017). Man and nature are inextricably linked. We are to a great extent dependent on the world around us. According to the teachings of Buddhism, all the representatives of this world revolve in the cycle of samsara (wandering), regenerating, acquiring new forms and new bodies in accordance with their karma (deeds), equalizes all the participants in this process among themselves. It turns out that there is no difference between different kinds of living beings.
Human Being
According to Christianity, human being is created in the image and likeness of God. Human beings are the supreme creature of the God and He created humans after the creations of heavens, the earth, all the plant and animals (Robinson, 2016). A human being in Buddhism is neither a blessed invention nor a master of one's own destiny (Thera, 2017). In Buddhism, a special view of man is formed. Man is not the ruler of nature, but he is no worse than other creatures like animals, insects, and spiritual essences. A person is a kind of consciousness with a special position in the world order.
What happens at Death:
As in life, and after death, each person seeks to gain grace according to his faith. In Christianity this is the Kingdom of Heaven, and in Buddhism it is the attainment of nirvana. Both Christianity and Buddhism believe in the afterlife. In Christianity, there is heaven, hell and purgatory. It is a firm belief in Christianity that God always do justice and therefore He will not let go the wrongdoers unpunished. 
Knowing Anything at All
According to Christianity, it is possible to know anything at all because of Bible. Pride, envy, sloth, greed, gluttony and lust are mentioned in the Bible as seven sins and there for help in understanding and differentiating right from wrong.  Moreover, it is also believed that our prayers are answered and God provide guidance to all those who ask for it. According to Buddhism, we can know anything at all by knowing ourselves and by looking inside ourselves and achieving nirvana.  
Knowing Right and Wrong
In Christianity pride, envy, sloth, greed, gluttony and lust are mentioned in the Bible as seven sins and there for help in understanding and differentiating right from wrong.  In Buddhism there are eight points to know the right and wrong. Faith, inspiration, interrogation, and devotion are the four points that help in knowing the right. Stupidity, laziness, greed, and disbelief are the four points to judge the wrong.
Human History
Lives of people are greatly influenced by the human history. Humans learn and adopt according to the guidelines provided by the history. Believing in the God and praying provided people with a sense optimism that allowed them to reach to the main point that soon there will be a day to celebrate in the name of Jesus.  
Interpretation of the Nature of George’s Malady and Suffering
	Christian Viewpoint
As Christians, we have a strong faith that we are the men of God. He has created us for some purpose. He loves His mankind and that’s why He puts us into trails to make us strong and faithful. He wants to give eternal salvation to His creation. Being the men of God, we have a faith that the human body is a possession of God and that we have no rights to destroy it. It is our duty to keep it in the best for. God us the one who decides the life and death if a person and we are no one’s to take thus decision. The reason George was given a disease was to make him a staunch believe and that he should ask God to make him get rid of this disease than to seek other ways. He us a better planner and knows what is best for His people. He should be more God fearing and should analyze the good things God gave to him. Since George is not the only person suffering on the earth, he should not make God angry rather should take things as they come as a true believer and should follow the oath of virtue. By putting us under the difficult situation God wants us to move back towards him and He proves power that He has irrespective of the situation. God is well aware of human sufferings He showers his blessing whenever we ask for His help.	
Buddhist Viewpoint
The Buddhists view suffering as a process of breaking down of a healthy body into a weaker one leading to death. It says that the sufferings are something that is unavoidable but having an optimistic approach towards it can reduce our sufferings and anxiety. Although, Christianity and Buddhism are poles apart in their beliefs but in this aspect they share the same views that we should accept the agony with open arms as it is defined to come. Even if we try to run away from it, it will happen so why not greet it with a positive mental strength. George should not lose hope as ALS is unavoidable but he should prepare himself for the coming years and a positive approach and will power can help minimize a disease.  
Value of George’s Life as a Person and With ALS
	Christianity View	
In a Christians view, George is created by God and God has made him a best person of his own kind. He was active and since he is aging the activities of life must be accompanied by worship and faith. God wants George to draw his attention towards him spiritually and ask Him for His help as He is the supreme power and that George should not lose hope. Although ALS is a very painful and a chronic disease and there is no way to avoid it, George must not think about taking his own life to get rid of the misery. Instead he must draw himself closer to the God and his life will be perfect when it is rooted in Christ. 
Buddhism View
Buddhism is a religion of peace and enlightenment. They believe that that killing oneself without the consent of God is a sin. Also one should protect the mind and the body. The human body is sent by God and only He has the power to take it back, therefore self killing or euthanasia is not acceptable. Since the have the belief that human body is sent by the God, they consider mistreatment of mind and body along with self-mortification against the basic teachings of Buddhism. One should fight the malady by being optimistic about it. ALS is an incurable disease but again mercy killing is not allowed. According to Buddhism, if someone in the family is sick we should not spent all our money on the patient but keep some for the rest of the family as well.  
Morally Justified Opinions under each Religion for George
Options under Christianity
Life is a gift of God to humans and according to Christianity it is viewed as sacred. God is the giver and the taker of life and no human has any rights to interfere in His plans. The Christians believe in after life awakenings and therefore they have to live this life to till God calls them back otherwise they will suffer in both the worlds. Euthanasia is not a suggestible advice for George because both the patient and the doctor would be held accountable on the Day of Judgment.
Options under Buddhism
As per Buddhist belief the sufferings come to us by the will of God and will chase us so there is no way to get away with them. Even though George is going through a very painful situation that is not normal in any case since he is considering euthanasia as a relief from the sufferings of ALS, still he should not look for ways to end his misery in this way rather he should show a spiritual attachment with God. George must respect the life as it is a gift from the God and follow the Buddhist teachings in which utmost value is given to the life of every individual living on earth.  
Personal Viewpoint
I am a nurse and I see people suffering every day and night. It is my utmost duty to relive their pains and sufferings. If I was in the shoes of George I would have asked for euthanasia for myself to get rid of the pains and sufferings. Pain is tolerable but being dependent in someone for the basic things in life is not acceptable. Although I am a faithful Christian and I know that footing for euthanasia is not right in moral grounds and God will not be happy. However, Bible also states that God will forgive us for our sins if we ask for forgiveness and therefore I am very positive that God will understand my position and will forgive me.	
Conclusion
The Christian and the Buddhism are two entirely different religions but as far as euthanasia is concerned, they have the same beliefs. Man is a creation of God and to Him he shall return. God makes hum go through many tests and trials to make him a good believer and that he should take them whole heartedly, if he escapes one trial another bigger one might land on him. God is the giver and taker of life and He has better plans for us but as human beings we also have certain rights. If the sufferings are extreme and the patient has no other option he might ask for euthanasia but still that act is not the right thing to do but still options are always open for individuals.	
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