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[bookmark: _GoBack]Alexa the Digital Slave or Spy
Since the inception of mobile phones, the privacy of the users has always been under question, mobile phones are easier to be hacked and traced all around the world. The use of modern technology including social media platforms and the personal information that is given on such platforms have been used by hackers and security agencies around the world. Security threats that related to terrorism target the use of technologies such as cell phone and the communication platforms like Facebook and WhatsApp. This is the reason that Alexa has been highlighted as the new mean for the security agencies to spy on the users of such technologies. The reason for the spying may not be clear but they do create the paradox that has involved the technology giants and national security agencies around the world to constantly debate and try to win the argument that should technology be used to spy on random users or not. 
Alexa is not the first remote technology that acts as the virtual assistant who helps the users to cater for the daily usage like playing music or controlling their smart homes. Still, Alexa has been able to trigger the great debate that the real purpose of the consumer technology is much more than providing simple utility for its users. The virtual assistants of Apple and Microsoft, the faithful Siri and Cortana, face a strong competitor. Amazon has deployed all its artillery with Alexa, its virtual assistant that aims to make everyday life at home easier. While Siri and Cortana respond to any type of question, schedule appointments, send emails and wake the user when they wish, the new Amazon assistant goes further.
The first big difference is that Alexa has a physical form, it can be placed anywhere in the house and is always ready to listen to the orders of the inhabitants of the home through its seven integrated microphones. The invention of Amazon has a cylinder shape (initially known as Amazon Echo) and every time you hear its name, Alexa, will try to obey everything you are asked. The great advantage over its rivals is that Alexa is not locked in a screen, the phone, computer or a tablet. The new assistant can be placed anywhere in the house and is able to solve doubts and fulfill their tasks without anyone approaching it or pressing any button. Alexa is always on and ready to listen. This creates the nightmare for the people at the technology companies that are trying to protect the privacy of the users.
"Alexa, put my favorite rock song", is one of the instructions that are capable of processing the new Amazon device. Immediately, the robot, that knows the tastes of the user, will sound the song requested in its speakers with an integrated woofer. Users can also order the personal assistant to make the shopping list and order it online. Of course, for this task, the default option of the virtual slave is Amazon Fresh, the system that allows you to buy fresh products from your home. These services may sound very much useful, however, the fact that the robot gets such intimate about the needs and the interests of the users makes the device more dangerous than its older counterparts. 
"Alexa put the lights in movie mode." Before the order, the machine is able to control the lighting of the house. For this, a domotic system is needed, such as the popular Philips Hue lights. But the surprising thing about Amazon's new cylinder, available for now only in the United States, is not what it does but what it can do. The invention has been conceived to help in the daily tasks, and in view of the domotic that is about to arrive at the homes, it will be possible to be igniting the washing machine with a simple command of voice. In addition to the news, the new system also serves to consult basic information online. It's the same thing that Siri and Cortana do when asked what temperature it will be tomorrow, what the best restaurant in the area is or what is the fastest way to get to the right place are just examples of the virtual assistant’s ability to perform tasks and duties.
Some analysts are convinced that Amazon could have given in the key to creating a revolutionary product outside the screens of the devices, something inconceivable for Apple. But a device that can listen to everything at home can be a rare uncomfortable idea for many users who are jealous of their privacy. To calm the public, the American giant has rushed to ensure that this virtual assistant only processes orders when we pronounce Alexa's name. During the rest of the time, the device ignores conversations, which are not stored on any server. However, the device remains active round the clock and listens to everything including the statements made in non-serious conversations which can be a problem if and when used in the legal terms and may create issues that could hold the users accountable for unforeseen legal proceedings if the security agencies choose to.
