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[bookmark: _Toc532940419]Introduction
Trident University international is a research-based private for-profit online university in California, USA. The university offers 100% online classes that allow the students to fulfill their education dreams on their own terms since the schedule is flexible enough that it allows students to plan their lives accordingly. The university is regionally accredited Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC Senior College and University Commission) and offers certificates, associates, undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral level courses in business administration, computer science, health administration, health sciences, homeland security, human resource management, information technology management, and leadership (Trident University International, 2018). The university pays special attention to the military, veterans, and their family members. It runs military friendly programs and get the opportunity to military men and veterans to enjoy credits for their professional and leadership experience.
[bookmark: _Toc532940420]Online Ph.D. and Doctoral Programs at the Trident University International
The university offers online Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) programs in three different areas, which include Ph.D. inBusiness Administration, Ph.D. in Health Sciences, and Ph.D. in Educational Leadership. The online Ph.D. programs are purposely designed for the veterans and serving military men so that they can develop and practice innovative research methods along with earning the highest quality education, achieving the expertise for publishing in peer-reviewed journals, becoming a successful doctoral researcher and educator (Trident University International, 2018). Moreover, with these purposely designed programs the students will also be able to receive generous guidance from well-respected scholars and develop close relationships with other related professionals. 
The university also offer Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) that is designed for the professionals from business field who seek to prosper in consulting and executive careers in private and public organizations. The DBA program of the Trident University International is based on training the business professionals about ways to lead the business organizations effectively. For this purpose, the DBA program of the university develops leadership skills among the business professional so that they can operate as a leader and have an opportunity to address the challenges faced by the organizations in various situations.
[bookmark: _Toc532940421]Ph.D. degree in Business Administration
A Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in business administration is a research-based doctoral degree that is ideal for the youngsters or individuals interested in starting a career in academic sector. Basically, a Ph.D. in business administration is intensively focused towards preparing the candidates for careers related to academia and invest energies in conducting research that is highly specialized and scholarly at the same time (Trident University International, 2018). As mentioned on the official university website, the focus of this program is to develop new theory related to management, consulting, public administration, economics, business ethics, and other relevant business fields. Most of the Ph.D. in business administration graduates start their careers at university as researchers, research associates, senior researchers, or professors in business or government.
On the other hand, a doctorate in business administration (DBA) is aimed at providing trainings to the business professionals so that they are developed into leaders instead of workers. Such programs are theoretical instead of being research-oriented and hence do not focus on developing new theories, which is an essential part of the Ph.D. program in business administration (Trident University International, 2018). However, this program has more practical application as compared to the Ph.D. in business administration. A DBA program, although prepare young graduates for an academic career, it’s main purpose is to develop the professionals into good leaders. Moreover, a DBA is focused on application of a theory instead of developing new theories. However, it is similar to a Ph.D. in business administration in a way that it also prepares the graduates for academic careers. When compared to the Ph.D. in business administration, a DBA is usually focused on applying theory and has its application in managerial settings. The DBA is a well-designed course that has roles in providing executives and business professionals with advanced research. The DBA is particularly designed to provide advanced tools and research skills to the business professionals.
[bookmark: _Toc532940422]Differences between Ph.D. degree in Business Administration and DBA
A Ph.D. program is different from DBA as both address different target groups. Exceptions can be there but generally the rule states that a Ph.D. program is taken up by the students or individuals when they set a goal to achieve a career in academics as full-time professor in some business school (Graf, 2017). They basically aim to develop as an academician and perform research. Usually, students taking Ph.D. in business administration start after graduating and thus lack professional experience. On the other hand, a DBA is usually taken up by the people when they already have a successful business. People coming for DBA are usually MBA graduates and are interested in furthering their knowledge through the intended program. Simultaneously, they are keen to perform management research and it is quite possible that they have a genuine research question in their minds.
[bookmark: _Toc532940423]Thesis and Dissertation
In order to successfully complete a Ph.D. or a DBA, a scholar has to do a thesis or dissertation documenting their idea, research, methodology, analysis performed, discussion, and the conclusion. A thesis or a dissertation is an arranged form of an author’s ideas, research, and findings that issubmitted to support the candidature of a student for a professional qualification or academic degree (Turabian, 2018). Although both thesis and dissertation are often confused and interchangeable, there are still differences among both. Structure wise both documents are similar as both contain an introduction, objectives, literature review, methodology, analysis, discussion, conclusion, references/bibliography, and appendix. Other than structural similarities, both have significant differences. 
A thesis is usually submitted at the partial fulfillment of a master’s degree whereas a dissertation is submitted for a doctoral study. The purpose of both is quite different in actual. The author compiles all his research in a thesis as a proof of being knowledgeable regarding the information that is learned throughout the graduate program. Whereas, a dissertation is an opportunity during doctoral program to showcase personal skills and learn about the basics of a fine dissertation. 
[bookmark: _Toc532940424]Ph.D. Dissertation
A Ph.D. dissertation is the basic requirement to get the Ph.D. degree. It is a focused piece of unique research which is performed so as to acquire a Ph.D. Technically, a Ph.D. dissertation is the documentation of one’s thesis work that is intended for technical individuals and professionals. It presents proof of one’s claim as analysis and critical discussion (Rudestam, & Newton, 2014). Usually, every statement in a Ph.D. dissertation must exhibit common knowledge and support it with proper in-textcitation whose complete reference inproperly given in the bibliography section.It is imperative that all the statements must relate to the thesis statement or the main idea of the dissertation, otherwise there will be no need of those statements. 
A Ph.D. dissertation is different from a thesis as a thesis is just a hypothesis making a claim, whereas a dissertation details the ways by which the hypothesis is proved or, in some cases disapproved highlighting other important results in a formal and stylized way (Turabian, 2018). Most commonly, a Ph.D. dissertation is structured into five chapters, namely introduction, literature review, methodology, data analysis and results, and discussion. Other important complimentary sections of a Ph.D. dissertation are abstract, conclusion, bibliography, and appendices.
[bookmark: _Toc532940425]Writing a Ph.D. Dissertation
Writing a Ph.D. dissertation starts with picking up an appropriate dissertation topic that must be thematic, precise, expressive, and depict the main theme to be discussed in the dissertation in a clear manner. Once the topic is agreed, the next step is to gather information about it to make sure that the main idea to be presented in the dissertation is adequately supported by the peers. Abstract is a one-page summary of the whole dissertation and informs about what is discussed in the dissertation in a precisely summarized manner (Mytlc.trident.edu., 2018). It is usually written after the whole dissertation is completed in order to present the main points accurately. When written before starting the dissertation write up, it acts as a draft for the other main sections as the author is aware about what has to be included in the dissertation. An introduction is the first chapter of any Ph.D. dissertation and highlights the importance of main idea of the dissertation with proper citations from the background through brief discussion of the relevant works that have already discussed the aspects of the particular problem. This chapter also mention objectives, research questions, and hypothesis for the dissertation.
A literature review in a Ph.D. dissertation reviews all of the problem related available literature in a comprehensive way. The literature reviews all the basic components like research questions, variables, and research field of the problem under discussion (Hart, 2018). This way, a proper theoretical background of the problem is established that offers a conceptual framework supporting the hypothesis. Next chapter after literature review is methodology in which the researcher describes the selected method with appropriate supporting citations (Mytlc.trident.edu., 2018). Adding an analysis of the selected method in comparison to other available alternatives based on their advantages and disadvantages makes the selected method more trustworthy. This chapter also includes an introduction of the research site, research procedures, sampling arrangements, data collection methods, and statistical methods decided to use for analyzing the gathered data.
Statistical applications used for the analysis of collected data are detailed in the data analysis and results chapter. After analyzing the data through statistical application, the results are presented in tables, charts, and graphs and an interpretation is also provided. On the basis of these results, the researchers articulate the study outcomes and provide a detailed but summarized conclusion (Mytlc.trident.edu., 2018). The last chapter of the Ph.D. dissertation is discussion where the study results are explained in relation to study questions. Study implications are presented in a clear way and contributions of current research to the existing knowledge about the problem are also highlighted in this chapter. The chapter closes with giving suggestions and recommendations for the implementation of the research findings. Complete references to the citations used in the whole dissertation are given at the end and appendices, if any. Are added after references.  
[bookmark: _Toc532940426]Research-Based Ph.D. Program at Trident University
Ph.D. program at Trident University International is a research-based degree, which means that Ph.D. degree is awarded after successful completion of a novel research which is submitted in the form a dissertation. Ph.D. programs at Trident University require its scholars to submit a five-chapter dissertation within which they have to defend an all-inclusive synthesis of their Ph.D. study (Trident University International, 2018). The scholars are supposed to do this by exhibiting learning and grant with a noteworthy and novel research venture which adds to the assortment of information in the fields possibly influenced by the research.A Ph.D. at the Trident University requires that the scholar submit an original independent research and support that with aristocratic knowledge in accordance with their program. Without completing and publishing a dissertation, a Ph.D. degree is not granted to the scholars.  
[bookmark: _Toc532940427]How the Specific Courses and Flow Will Serve You to Achieve Your Research Objectives and Goals
The Ph.D. courses offered by Trident University are well-structured and properly designed to enable its student to develop their thoughts critically and innovatively so that they are not left behind in this competitive world where everyone is struggling hard to succeed, and lead the world in future as scholars, researchers, and teachers. The classes are small which allow the students to interact frequently and easily with faculty members and discuss particular research areas of significant importance. This way the students get accurate help in solving the problems at individual levels and get benefit in the respective study fields from highly experienced faculty members and peers.
I believe that the specific courses and flow will help me in achieving my research objectives and goals more skillfully as it will prepare me for the professional life by improving my ability to learn, think, and solve problems. In a swiftly developing and rapidly changing world, a Ph.D. at Trident University will help me in receiving training according to my needs for solving the complex problems along with developing effective scholarly writing skills coupled with presentation skills. Studying online in an environment that promotes close interaction among students, faculty members, and peers, will help me brainstorm on the solution of a particular problem in a much better way and guidance from the peers will guide to the right direction of becoming a successful leader in my subject area. The core courses offered at the Trident University are designed with the purpose of preparing students for dissertation stage. These core courses provide detailed information about a Ph.D. research dissertation. With the skills gained from these courses, I will be able to produce an in-depth dissertation utilizing the learned skills.  
[bookmark: _Toc532940428]Plan to Use Three Different Sources Available at Trident
From the sources available at Trident, I would like to use Trident University’s Ph.D. Dissertation Handbook, Online Library, and the article given as an optional reading “10 mistakes doctoral students make in managing their program.” I have chosen to use these three sources because these have detailed information about how a Ph.D. dissertation must be written. I will use the Trident University’s Ph.D. Dissertation Handbook to learn about the dissertation requirements, structuring and procedures. Whereas, the online library will help me to dig out the relevant information for my dissertation. The optional reading will assist me in tailoring my dissertation in a perfect way by avoiding the mistakes that the author of the article highlighted. 
[bookmark: _Toc532940429]Conclusion
	Trident University is a research oriented for-profit private online university that gives an opportunity to students and professional to fulfill their dream of getting higher education at affordable costs and in a much flexible way under a friendly on-line environment where they can interact freely with the faculty members and peers from diverse fields and industries. The university offers three Ph.D. courses and two Doctoral courses. Ph.D. program at Trident University International is a research-based degree.An online Ph.D. in Business Administration at Trident University will allow me to develop sound knowledge of the field and develop me as a leader in my area of expertise so that I can serve n future as a skillful researcher, scholar, and teacher.
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