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[bookmark: _GoBack]Film industry is full of such examples where gender discrimination was showcased either in a direct or an indirect manner. The arena of gender discrimination spans, objectification of women, defining gender roles and assigning leading roles to men representing a dominant masculine identity. This stance is quite evident in It Happened One night and The Love (1958). These two films have showcased women as being torn between male relations with a portrayal of masculinity in the form of love, masculine identity as well as sexual attractiveness (Capra, Cohn and Capra; Malle). This reports highlights the constructs of dominated masculine identity through conducting a comparative analysis of the two movies and extracting excerpts from the storyline as a justification to the subjected arena. The concept of masculinity and the inclination of women being attracted towards men is discussed within the context of two key characters of the movies which are Peter and Bernard.
Considering genre of the film, It Happened One Night is categorized as an American comedy film infused with romanticism encompassing the constructs of screwball comedy- a genre which is surrounded by sight gags, comedic antics, social satire as well as witty dialogues. The film was released during the era of the Great Depression which is the reason to why is entitled to be escapist because, of depiction of an idealized America in the movie which was quite opposite to the actual crisis, the country had been during that time. The movie was released in the mainstream Hollywood and attracted the attention of the audience at the times when studios did not have the position and respect as they deem to have in the modern times.  In contrast, The Lovers (1958) is categorized as a drama film, with French origin starring Jeanne, Alain and Jean as the key characters. The drama belongs to romantic genre and hence is inspired from the novel of Dominique Vivant entitled Point de Lendemain. 
The film The Lovers primarily features a woman named Jeanne who is on the verge to rediscovering human love in order to get out of a boring relationship. The movie presented conservative France in a scandalized manner as a result of which Catholics were uncontrollably outraged. The film depicted sexual desires of a woman within the context of French era of late 1950s. The film is highly admired in the modern era and hence is considered related to the prevailing French modernization voicing for the revolutionary aspects of French cinema which spearheaded the film directors. On the contrary, It happened one night presents a wealthy heiress who is shown exploring rural America by travelling through a bus. The lady met newspaperman, Peter, and joined hands with him encountering beauty and poverty in an equal manner. 
In the movie It happened one night, Gable playing the role of Peter showcases an ideal figurative masculinity personifying masculine identity. The manliness and ideality of Peter is demonstrated in the first shot of movie where camera is close onto the face of Peter. Although the background is full of men; however, not any one of them is focused representing Peter as a masculine figure fulfilling the definitional view of “dominant masculinity” as being put forth by Philips (1934) (Varadi). In the following scene, Peter is shown indulged in an argument with his boss while wearing a dark colored hat evidencing the notion of his virility while clarifying his role as a hegemonic masculine identity. This reassertion of his role was showcased in the movie in the era of the Great Depression when the rate of unemployment was quite high and hence majority of males who had lost their jobs were emasculated while being guilty of not fulfilling the needs of their families. The first impression of Peter which is left on the audience is a tall, handsome, modern and charismatic person who does not settle on the points which are not in favor of him or do not complement his likes and dislikes. This charismatic appearance of Peter was defined as an ideal masculinity in the movie which later on became the reason to why Ellie was attracted to Peter.
Peter pretended to be a tough guy; who was familiar with the art of cracking jokes and then talking back. In the scene when Peter first met Ellie on land, Ellie repeatedly asked him about his name; however his response saying “I'm the whippoorwill that cries in the night. I'm the soft morning breeze that caresses your lovely face” demonstrated that Peter enjoyed cracking jokes and hence playing such tricks was one of his hobbies which created a surge of curiosity in the young girl to know more about him. This tendency was confirmed when Peter and Ellie first met and travelled in the bus where he got a seat for Ellie by demonstrating a serious gesture to the driver while showing his concern about the protection of the escaping girl. This sense of protective behavior defined another attribute of masculinity which became one of the reasons to Ellie’s attraction towards Peter. The protective attitude of Peter for Ellie is also demonstrated during the travelling when they had to spend a night together in the hotel because of the broken bridge due to flood. Peter new that Ellie was hesitant in revealing her identity and hence decided to pretend as if he is her husband. It was surprising for Ellie and she felt safe while being with him. 
Peter was a gentleman which was another reason to why he managed to gain the attention and then love from the lady. On the night they spent together, Ellie was hesitant; however, Peter made her comfortable by putting a barrier in between them as a separation of the twin beds by hanging a blanket. Peter uttered “I like privacy when I retire. Yes, I'm very delicate in that respect. Prying eyes annoy me. Behold the walls of Jericho! Uh, maybe not as thick as the ones that Joshua blew down with his trumpet, but a lot safer. You see, uh, I have no trumpet. Now just to show you my heart's in the right place, I'll give you my best pair of pajamas.” He named this blanket barrier as “the walls of Jericho” which amused Ellie and his sense of humor blended with seriousness and protective attitude inspired her and hence she expressed her love to Peter saying “Take me with you, Peter. Take me to your island. I want to do all those things you talked about” said Ellie. Initially, Peter was dismissive; however, this demission soon transitioned into the realization of love between them. 
On the contrary, the movie The lovers characterizes Jeanne, a young and beautiful energetic lady who was striving hard to find herself a new life and was open to any ways of escaping monotonic marriage relationship. Although her husband was a very wealthy man because of his profession as a successful newspaper publisher; however, he was not able to keep his lady happy and hence had no time dedicated for her without realizing her sexual and other needs which she desired to be happy in her life. The only time her husband had for his wife was the imposition of obeying what he demanded. More often, they were sleeping separately and had spent very little time together. 
The situation had become a torture for the lady forcing the lady to escape to Paris to meet her friend Maggy and Raoul, her lover. Here, the movie explained the concept of masculinity by characterizing a dominating man who had a demanding nature. On the other hand, Maggy’s friend Raoul was presented as another masculine figure who fell in love with Jeanne after realizing her disturb family life and hence formed a relationship with her to get her out of the stress and fulfil her sexual desires too proving that a dominating masculine behavior leaves no strength and life into a relationship forcing the other counterpart to look for better partners without any hesitation. 
What attracted Jeanne toward Bernard, a new entrant, was his gentle attitude, protectiveness without any greed and humble attitude towards the young lady who was invited to her friend’s party for a night stay, but her car broke down. Bernard realized the problem of young lady and offered help immediately without any hesitance which the lady accepted. In the following scene, Bernard drives her to the Mansion where her friends had already arrived revealing that Bernard was the son of Jeanne’s husband’s friend. Bernard demonstrated a protective and attentive behavior during their stay at the Mansion which inspired Jeanne which turned into love since morning and hence they surprised everyone confessing their love for each other. Since Jeanne was already bored in her life with her “always busy” husband, therefore, a little attention, protection and care given by Bernard attracted the young lady and instigated her desire to live a happy life with him. The drama film also highlighted the notion that Bernard’s kind attitude fostered Jeanne’s view of life and hence changed her opinion about men and their dominating nature. 
An analysis of the movie revealed that there were a lot of attributes and personality traits which broke Jeanne’s stereotyped perception about masculine identity as being inspired by her husband. For instance, the movie introduced Bernard as a gentleman wearing white cap which matched the dress of young lady. Besides that, during the night together, Bernard showed concern towards the lady and made her laugh by comparing Jeanne’s husband to a wild bear. Later on, in the following scenes of their date together, Bernard demonstrated a great interest in self grooming where his grey suit differentiated him from others portraying his distinctive personality as compared to Jeanne’s husband, her friend and the lover from Paris. 
In addition to that, Bernard encouraged Jeanne’s view of life as a free young lady who considered herself as being equal to men; however was abandoned by her husband. Bernard ignored her “damsel in distress” and focused on cracking different jokes to make the young lady happy. Not only this, Bernard proved himself as a multi-talented man who was not as wealthy as Jeanne’s husband, but believed in enjoying his life to its full and hence had an optimistic view towards life and its phenomenon or circumstances which inspired Jeanne. 
Different scenes of the drama film revealed a lot of positive personality traits of Bernard justifying the reasons of Jeanne’s love for him. For instance, he was also interested in poetry. Bernard used this skill to impress Jeanne on their night together at the Mansion where he spent all night with the young lady while talking about his vision towards life, the beauty of night and the association of beauty of night with the vision and beauty of Jeanne. This attention, feeling of being cared and loved forced Jeanne to get attracted to Bernard. “Her angel’s smile gleamed” said Bernard which pushed Jeanne to confess her love for him and a desire of being together and starting a new chapter of life. The young lady finally found a man who valued her opinion towards society and way of life breaking down the stereotypes of masculine dominance which Jeanne had experienced in the past with her husband. 
The masculine characters, in both films, Peter and Bernard happened to be the individuals who demonstrated a sense of protection, care, gentle attitude and love towards the women they were in relationship with. Both ladies were seeking an escape from dominating males of their lives and hence a little gesture of kind attitude, love and care instigated their love for the gentlemen. In the movie It happened one night, the King was wealthy; however, was dominating and suppressed the lady forcing her to leave the place and seek some help where she Peter who stood by her without any greed or financial help. In the other case, The lovers, Jeanne’s husband was also a wealthy newspaper publisher; however, due to his neglecting behavior and lacking attention or love for his wife, Jeanne preferred to begin a new chapter of life with newly met Bernard who believed in providing freedom to the women and hence had demonstrated no dominating attitude but respect, love, care and attention for the lady. 
In summary, the conclusion of both movies is similar proving that the portrayal of masculinity was discussed from two perspectives. Masculinity was generally perceived to be a dominating nature of male members where the roles of women were suppressed or objectified; however, the endings proved the other way round and changed the perspective of audience towards masculinity. Both the movies revealed a sophisticated view of masculinity depicting that the concept was far more than merely a dominating nature and hence defined a new definition of the terms for men to be kind, protective, caring, loving and being a support for their women in order to lead a happy life with them (Capra, Cohn and Capra; Malle). Both movies revealed that woman prefers a man who considers her equal to him without being overly dominating or sentimental and hence provides her protection and love with a focus on fulfilling her livelihood and sexual desires. 
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