Week 1 Discussion Post – Cloud Computing in Managerial Accounting
It is evident from the recent article by Hasan et al. (2025) highlights how managerial accountants in the City of Williamsburg, Virginia, are leveraging cloud-based financial systems to streamline interdepartmental collaboration such as by implementing cloud computing through CentralSquare’s Finance Enterprise suite, the city’s accounting team enabled real-time budget tracking, automated reporting, and seamless data sharing across finance, operations, and procurement departments. Based on this integration, which ultimately reduced manual reconciliations, increased transparency, and helped managers across departments make informed decisions quickly. According to the adoption of cloud accounting which not only improved financial oversight but also enhanced strategic planning through accessible dashboards and performance metrics. It also tends to integrate departments such as operations or customer service to access up‑to‑date financial data instantly, empowering faster decision‑making and tighter alignment with strategic goals (Hasan et al., 2025).
However, on the other hand, cloud computing also tends to offer several advantages for accounting professionals. Nevertheless, it comprises of data accuracy, enables 24/7 access to financial systems, reduces IT infrastructure costs, and fosters collaboration across departments. It also includes the updates and backups that occur automatically, minimizing disruptions. As per these benefits come with challenges such as data security remains a primary concern, as cloud systems are vulnerable to cyber threats if not properly managed. In accordance with the transition of legacy systems to the cloud may cause temporary disruptions and require staff training. Based on these limitations, the flexibility and scalability of cloud-based platforms continue to make them an essential tool for modern managerial accountants (Oluka, 2025).


References
Hasan, E. F., Alzuod, M. A., Al Jasimee, K. H., Alshdaifat, S. M., Hijazin, A. F., & Khrais, L. T. (2025). The role of organizational culture in digital transformation and modern accounting practices among jordanian SMEs. Journal of Risk and Financial Management, 18(3), 147. https://doi.org/10.3390/jrfm18030147
Oluka, A. (2025). Navigating the future: Industry 4.0 adoption in accounting through the TOE framework. International Journal of Applied Research in Business and Management, 6(1) https://doi.org/10.51137/wrp.ijarbm.2025.aont.45738

