                  Mass Incarceration and the Prison Complex Business/Analysis of Angela Davis’s “Masked Racism: Reflections on the Prison Industrial Complex    

       The criminal justice system in America is designed to provide a system of justice to protect all of us. Victims of crime rightly seek relief in the courts. If the system of justice were perfect, our prisons would be filled with convicts representing the racial diversity of America. Convicts would serve their sentences and be rehabilitated with possible release if they met conditions for it. They would return back into a society and start their lives over. Unfortunately, the facts reveal a growing problem in America that may be tied to a system that disproportionately incarcerates people of color, many of whom are suffering in their life circumstances that land them in prison. In Angela Davis’s compelling article entitled, “Masked Racism: Reflections on the Prison Industrial Complex,” she brings to light many issues where government and society has failed and how the cost of the prison system that is not saving or rehabilitating people. Angela Davis notes “prisons do not disappear problems, they disappear human beings. And the practice of disappearing vast numbers of people from poor, immigrant, and racially marginalized communities has literally become big business. Homelessness, unemployment, drug addiction, mental illness, and illiteracy are only a few of the problems that disappear from public view when the human beings contending with them are relegated to cages.”

In this research proposal, I will explore the issues asserted by Angela Davis about the 
“cost of punishment” as well as expose through other sources the policy causes of mass incarceration and the growth of prison construction as an answer to overcrowding but also address research other options to reduce prison growth.     
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