[bookmark: _Hlk521714349][bookmark: _Hlk523083424][bookmark: _Hlk523083626]My first contact with patients as a health care professional happened when I started working as a home health aide. I took care of geriatric patients and was responsible for assisting with bathing, dressing and daily house chores. I also worked with pediatric patients and provided therapeutic companionship to patients and their families. The feeling of compassion and satisfaction which I derived from these initial encounters with my patients ignited my interest and determination to build up a career in nursing. While still working as an aide, I enrolled myself in a technical nursing school and got licensed as a vocational nurse (LVN). My favorite class in nursing school was pathophysiology. I enjoyed learning how the various bodily systems function and how disease processes alter the normal body function. The intellectual stimulations of nursing school classes coupled with the satisfaction I derived while working with patients further strengthened my love for nursing. This gave me the motivation to enroll in college and I started taking science courses to fulfill the requirements needed to become a registered nurse.  
	I was on track to complete my college training within the stipulated time. However, due to an unexpected change in financial support from my family, I had to suspend my studies. I was devastated and constantly worried about my future. However, I was determined not to be derailed. To further my independence and give myself an opportunity to get back on track, I moved to Rhode Island away from my extended family. I was excited about a fresh start and was determined to re-align myself with my true goal of becoming a nurse. I was fully aware of the challenges I had to overcome to make up for lost time and to advance in my career goals.  My personal mantra for success has always been “You can be anything you want as long as you set your mind to it.” With this in mind, I sought admission at Rhode Island College and with my vocational nursing background/experience, I settled on a Bachelor of Science in Health Sciences. My main goal with this degree is to gain more insight on patient challenges that affect the continuum of care. My long-term goal is to secure a nursing position that allows me to foster communication and impact the continuum of care across all fields.
While being a full-time student, I worked a full-time job to pay outstanding tuition and fees not covered by loans. The conflict between a tight work schedule and my class schedule took a toll on my grades and my GPA dropped in the first semester at Rhode Island College. However, I was not discouraged. I didn’t allow the setback to define me. I promised myself that I would do all that it took to better my grades. With a committed and determined spirit, I was able to improve my GPA and graduated successfully. After graduating, the desire to further strengthen my background knowledge prior to commencing the master’s in nursing program made me register for an additional class in the Fall 2018 semester.
Despite all challenges, my experience in the healthcare field has been enjoyable, providing me with the opportunity for intellectual and personal growth.  Having worked with patients in home care, residential care, and at an endoscopy office for ambulatory patients, I have learned how to engage and manage patients with varying health conditions. While working with, and assisting registered nurses with patient care, I have been better equipped with skills to perform my LVN duties such as administering medications, reviewing patient health histories, monitoring vital signs, assisting with wound care dressing changes. The decision to pursue my master’s degree in nursing stems from my desire to build upon my nursing experience, practice advanced nursing, and to be a leader in the field of nursing. The MSN program isn’t as much about delivering care as it is about molding health policies and best practices. This training would allow me to be an active participant in my patients’ care from their admission to their discharge.  I also realize that having a master’s degree is the stepping stone to other career opportunities. There would be opportunities for teaching and opportunities to take on leadership roles. By completing this program, I would be prepared for my dream job as a nurse practitioner, and I will be equipped with knowledge and skills to take up other opportunities.
I wish to pursue my Master of Science in Nursing degree at your school as I believe that my personal goals and background align with the learning outcomes emphasized at your school. The program’s focus on leadership, quality, safety, and evidence-based approach to learning constitute a framework which helps to build upon my foundation in clinical team leadership, quality improvement, and nursing practice. I look forward to training at your school as I believe I will be better equipped with clinical knowledge and skills to continue my nursing practice at an advanced level, as well as be better prepared to contribute to the improvement of healthcare outcomes.
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