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Children and Poverty
∗ 1 in 10 children in Canada live in poverty (2007)
[image: ]∗ Association between family poverty and children’s health, achievement, behaviour impairments
∗ Timing of poverty is relevant
∗ most severe impact if in early childhood
∗ Suffer from various social and physical ills 
∗ Described as an “epidemic”
∗ poverty destroys inner workings of a poor neighbourhood ∗ Rates vary by race and ethnicity
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Social Disorganization Theory
[image: ]characteristics
∗ Crime rates are higher in areas which are highly transient, mixed-use, changing
∗ Localities cannot provide necessary services
∗ High unemployment, single-parent families, families on welfare ∗ Residents try to leave these area ASAP
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Social Disorganization Theory
Shaw and McKay
∗ Linked life in transitional slums to inclination to crime
∗ Transitional neighbourhoods
∗ Concentric zones
∗ Chicago divided into nine concentric zones, each with stable, significant differences in crime rates 
[image: ]∗ Highest crime: transitional inner-city zones with high number of foreign-born citizens
∗ Lowest crime: zones far from city centre
∗ multiple cultures, diverse values co-exist
∗ deviant lifestyle is financially successful 
∗ formation of gangs
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Social Ecology School: Community 
Disorganization
[image: ]∗ This view emphasizes association between community deterioration and economic decline with criminality
∗ Crime rates, need for police services associated with deterioration of community
∗ Disorder, poverty, alienation, disassociation, fear of crime
∗ Holds true in rural areas as well
∗ When many houses/apartments become deserted, they become a ‘magnet’ for crime
∗ Houses/apartments in poor repair become location of highest violence rates and gun crime
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Social Ecology School: Community Change
[image: ]∗ If rapid structural changes to racial, economic composition of community then greatest crime rate change
∗ Even disorganized areas acquire new identifying features
∗ As areas deteriorate, residents move out to safer neighbourhoods
∗ If can’t leave, face increased risk of victimization ∗ Minorities often can’t leave area easily
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Social Ecology School: Collective Efficacy
[image: ]control
∗ Policing in low-crime, stable areas can have resources, motivation to respond vigorously to crime
∗ Community leaders may have enough influence to get funding for additional law enforcement
∗ In disorganized areas, police have less resources and are less motivated	[image: ]
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∗ Children will be less likely to become involved with deviant peers, problem behaviours
∗ Ineffective schools and religious institutions
∗ Limited access to external funding, protection
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Theory of Anomie
∗ Anomie: lack of norms and clear social standards
[image: ]∗ 2 elements of culture interact to create potentially anomic conditions:
1) culturally defined goals; and
2) socially-approved means of obtaining them
∗ Legitimate means to acquire wealth are different across classes and status lines
∗ If little education, money then more difficult to legally acquire wealth
∗ If goals cannot be met legally, resulting strain produces anomie and may turn to criminal solutions instead
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Institutional Anomie Theory
[image: ]∗ This is an updating of anomie theory
∗ The success goal is pervasive in North American culture
∗ The “American Dream”
∗ Anomic conditions are created because desire to succeed drives people apart, weakens sense of community, places focus singularly on material wealth
[image: ]
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General Strain Theory (GST): Multiple Sources of Strain
[image: ]
[image: ]∗ Negative affective states produced by variety of strain sources:
1) not achieving positively-valued goals
2) disjunction of expectations and achievements
3) loss of positive stimuli
4) presence of negative stimuli
Copyright © 2013 by Nelson Education Limited 
25
General Strain Theory (GST): 
Coping with Strain
∗ Not everyone who experiences strain turns to criminality
∗ Some cope well with the anger and frustration
[image: ]∗ May rationalize frustrating circumstances (e.g. “I didn’t want that job anyway”)
∗ May seek behavioural solutions (e.g. running away, physical exercise, drug abuse)
∗ Some people do not cope well with strain
∗ May have traits that make them more sensitive
∗ Explosive temper, low adversity tolerance
∗ Poor problem-solving ∗ Particularly emotional
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Cultural Deviance Theory
3rd branch of social structure theory
[image: ]∗ Combines effects of social disorganization and strain
∗ Lifestyle is draining, frustrating for those in deteriorated neighbourhoods in social isolation, economic deprivation
[image: ]∗ Independent subculture is created
∗ Lower-class subculture stresses excitement, toughness, taking risks, street smarts, immediate gratification (this is different from middle-class subculture) [image: ]
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Theory of Delinquent Subcultures: Middle-Class Measuring Rods
[image: ]Lower-class children do not have ability to impress authority figures (who are usually members of the middle-class)
∗ Standards by which authority figures evaluate lower-class children and often prejudge them negatively
[image: ]∗ Negative evaluations (e.g. school) often result and become part of child’s permanent file, preventing future advancement
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Theory of Differential Opportunity
type of gang:[image: ]
1) Criminal gangs
∗ are in stable neighbourhoods with environment for successful criminal enterprise
2) Conflict gangs
∗ develop in communities having no legitimate or illegitimate opportunities
3) Retreatist gangs
∗ contain “double failures”
Copyright © 2013 by Nelson Education Limited 
34
Social Policy
∗ Social structure theory has greatly influenced social policy
[image: ]∗ View that alternatives to criminal behaviour can give inner-city youth a chance to share in rewards of conventional society
∗ Giving financial aid to those who are indigent
∗ Social structure theory has greatly influenced social policy
∗ Efforts to improve community structure in high-crime neighbourhoods
∗ Programs initiated, such as:
∗ Head Start
∗ Neighbourhood Legal Services
∗ Breakfast clubs for school-age children
∗ After-school homework, recreation programs
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Member of lower class are:

More likely to suffer depression, have achievement
motivation, look toward future gains instead of
immediate

Cannot attain the goods and services seen by society as
linked to self-worth

“culture of poverty”

apathy, cynicism, helplessness, mistrust of authorities
and social institutions

passed from generation to generation
“underclass”
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View that disadvantaged economic-class position is primary
cause of crime
Social and deteriorated areas push many residents into crime
View teenage gangs, high crime rates, social disorder in slums

as major social problems
View middle-class and white-collar crime as lower frequency,
seriousness, danger to public ;
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Strong relationship between crime rate and living in
poverty, broken homes

Violent crime rate associated with percentage of
neighbourhood living in poverty, lack of mortgage

investment, unemployment rate, number of new
immigrants to area
these factors are usually in disorganized areas
felt by both males and females
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Social incivilities occurin disorganized neighbourhoods

Presence of incivilities make residents believe their
neighbourhood is dangerous, so fear levels increase

Fear can be contagious among group members
Fear is a powerful influence so population mobility will increase
Presence of fear leads to more crime, higher chances of being a

victim ',’
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“Concentration effect”
Most disadvantaged population reside in urban ghettos

Working and middle classes move out of these areas, taking
financial resources and institutional supports

Low investment in these areas by businesses, banks

Become isolated from malnstream society and more prone to
criminal activity :
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“Collective efficacy”
Mutual trust, willingness to intervene in supervision of children
and maintain public order

Develops in cohesive communities with high levels of social
control

If community social control efforts are less effective, crime
rates increase

Neighbourhoods use various agencies, institutions of social
control
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+ Stable neighbourhoods invest in external sources of social
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Why are adequate social controls so important?
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strain theorists view crime as direct result of lower-
class frustration, anger

Ability to achieve goals is determined by socioeconomic
class, even though classes may hold similar values and

goals
strain is limited in affluent areas
education, career opportunities are available
To decrease strain, may:
achieve goals through deviant methods; or
reject socially-accepted goals and substitute deviant ones
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Each person develops own social adaptations as
way of dealing with goals imposed by society:

conformity

innovation
ritualism
retreatism
rebellion
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Links deviant behaviour to success goals that control social
behaviour, and tries to identify causes of personal conflict

that lead to:

Personal frustration
Resulting criminality (‘
Questions remaining from theory:

Why do people choose certain crimes to commit?
Why do most young criminals stay away from crime as adults?
Do perceptions of anomie diminish with age?
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Anomie takes hold when social institutions become
powerless or obsolete

Social institutions undermined in following ways:
non-economic functions and roles are devalued

when conflicts emerge, non-economic roles become
subordinate to economic roles

economic language, standards, norms become part of non-
economic roles
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GST helps to identify individual-level strain influences

Premise of theory is that multiple strain sources interact
with a person’s emotional traits to result in criminality

General explanation of crime rather than one focused on
lower-class
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+« Criminality: is a direct result of negative affect states
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There is empirical support for GST

Research has shown that strain indicators are positively related
to criminality

GST predicts that people who report anger, stress are more
likely to interact with delinquent peers and engage in crime

GST also predicts that people who fail to meet success goals
are more likely to take part in crime

Research has borne all of this out too
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Theory first described in Albert Cohen’s book, Delinquent
Boys (1955)

Delinquent behaviour of lower-class youths is a protest
against norms, values of middle-class culture

Status frustration: culture conflict that occurs because social
conditions prevent lower-class youths from achieving goals
legitimately

Joining gangs can be the result
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Focal concerns: values that have evolved specifically to fit
conditions in lower-class environments

e.g. toughness, street smarts, autonomy

See Table 6.1 for descriptions of these focal concerns

Holding onto lower-class focal concerns promotes illegal,
violent behaviour
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Differential opportunity: concept that, despite sharing
success goals, people in different strata have limited means
of achieving them

If see themselves as failures in conventional society, people will
seek alternative ways to succeed such as crime

Opportunity for success in conventional and criminal careers is
limited

May join gangs as a result
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Lower-class boys who are rejected by middle-class decision-
makers usually join one of these subcultures:
corner boy

most common response to this rejection

college boy

embraces values of middle-class
delinquent boy

engages in short-run hedonism
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Due to differential opportunity, youth will likely join one
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Many criminologists believe that dynamics of interactions
between individuals & social institutions, such as:

Families

Peers A
Schools M

Jobs

Criminal justice agencies

are important to understanding crime, as is
economic status and social class
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All societies contain social stratification

Social classes: segments of population whose members
have similar portion of desirable things, share attitudes,

values, norms, identifiable lifestyle
upper class
middle class

lower class
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